Phagocytosis of the three developmental forms of Trypanosoma cruzi: effect of specific sera.
Studies were carried out aiming at comparing the uptake of the three evolutionary stages of Trypanosoma cruzi by mouse peritoneal macrophages, influenced by specific immunosera. Incorporation of T. cruzi by macrophages was time dependent. In absence of antibody, trypomastigotes are forms more effectively incorporated by macrophages. Pre-incubation of macrophages with specific sera against each of the T. cruzi morphological stages was followed by an increase in the uptake of amastigotes and trypomastigotes but not of epimastigotes. Our results show that amastigotes, in comparison with the other T. cruzi forms are more actively phagocytized in presence of specific serum.